
Say Play What You Mean
Sampling of Fun Communication Activities for  Kids

A Free Gift to you From…

The Say What You Mean Convention and Ar t of Eloquence

http://www.artofeloquence.com
http://www.saywhatyoumeanconvention.com


“ A word fitly spoken is like apples of gold in pictures of silver.”
-Proverbs 25:11

Games that foster  Communication Skills

1. Telephone-L istening and Memory Skills

              2. Simon Says-L istening Skills

                                           3. Charades-Nonverbal Skills



" The limits of my language are the limits of my world."
-Ludwig Wittenstein

Communication Craft
Tin Can Telephone
Mater ials

Two identical tin cans

10-12 feet of str ing

Two people

Directions:

Punch a small hole in the bottom of each can just large enough to fit the str ing through.  From the outside, inser t one end of
str ing and tie a few knots so it will not slip back out.  Do the same to the other  end of the str ing using the other  tin can.  One
person hold each can and stretch the str ing out until it is tight.  One person holds the can to his/her  mouth and speaks into it
while the other  holds the other  can up to his/her  ear  and should be able to hear  what the other  said if the str ing is tightened.

Why this works:

Sound causes r ipples in the air  or  vibrations.  Our ear  collects these vibrations or  sound waves and sends them to our  brain which
translates the sounds so we can understand.  The sound vibrations move across the taught str ing to the other  can.

Telephone etiquette tips and safety:
•Always give your name first and ask to speak with the person you are calling.
•I f you reach the wrong number, apologize and hang up.
•When answer ing the phone, NEVER give out any personal information about you or  your  family to someone you don’ t know!



“ A man's belly shall be satisfied with the fruit of his mouth; and
with the increase of his lips shall he be filled.”  -Proverbs 18:20

Communication Hot Potato

This activity is fun and fosters better communication in children.
Get a potato and 3 or more children together.  Hand one the potato
and ask him/her to describe something or a game or to start a story.
When he can not think of anymore to say, have him toss the potato
to one of the other children.  That child must then continue to
describe the item or finish the story.  When there is nothing new to
say about that topic, move on to the next one.  This activity
promotes thinking on your feet as well as public speaking skills.



“ You can have brilliant ideas, but if you can't get them across,
your ideas won't get you anywhere.”  -Lee Iacocca

Cliché Clutter  Clean Up
Have your child try to come up with an alternative to these clichés.
Discuss how clichés are seen as powerless language.  See how
creative and original they can be!

Bright as the sun

Clean as a whistle

Cool as a cucumber

Good as gold

Hard as a rock

Light as a feather



Would you like more Play What You Mean?

Art of Eloquence is just about to release a whole book with
many more activities, games and crafts that foster  effective
communication skills!  Keep checking back with us for  the
release date of Play What You Mean.  www.Ar tofEloquence.com
In the meantime, here are some free communication resources
for  your  family to enjoy:



Free Resources for  your  family
Misadventures of Foot in Mouth Man:

FIMM is a loveable but bumbling communicator who illustrates the humor and dangers of
miscommunication. Tune in each Wednesday for a new episode. Stop by his page on our website and
check out his video! Kids love FIMM and he makes learning communication skills fun!

Homeschooling with Humor:

Yahoo support group for Christian parents of shy, gifted or learning disabled children who need more
help with communication skills. Most of us homeschool but you don't have to be a homeschooler to
join! Games, fun and fellowship! Come join the fun!!

Say What You Mean Convention-February 1-3rd, 2007:
Interactive and fun online convention in honor of former President Ronald Reagan's birth, The Great
Communicator! Every February we have seminars, chats, interactive workshops, games and prizes for
the whole family!

FREE Monthly eNewsletter  and Give Away!

Don't forget to sign up for our free eNewsletter where you will receive exciting and fun
communication information, articles and special offers from Art of Eloquence. Each month, one lucky
subscriber is chosen to win a FREE Art of Eloquence product of his choice! You may sign up by
clicking on "Newsletter" on the left navigation bar of our website. To read more about our monthly
newsletter, please click here  *Note*  We will never sell or give away your information!

Communication FUNdamentals

Get your daily dose of communication fun with JoJo’s blog!  Daily communication articles, activities,
family friendly jokes, FIMM episodes, Defending the Faith Sundays and much more!


